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HARRI A LORRI PREIS. 


a TIMOTHY It. 3. 


Thou therefore endure Hardnef:, as 


a gue Soldier of Fefus Chriff. 


SEM ee HEME fubject fuitable to this anniver- 
: SERS S 8 fary is determined by its occafion ; 
beak ba a fubjeét that has long fince been 


wis wi—sw os exhautted, if not exhaufted, many 
SEM RSIS times repeated ; confequently is 
SK AFLES: now become like a ftory often told. 

But feeing i it cannot claim your attention from its 
noverty, of which the human mind is ever fond, 

doubtlefs it may demand it from its importance, 
which cannot be queftioned by any : For if LIFE, 
LIBERTY, and PROPERTY are important bleffings, 
and in continual danger from the rampant lufts of 
nien, it follows, that that art by which we are en- 
abled 


Ve ee el re ee 
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abled to fecure them,, is itfelf important. Thus ic. 
was viewed by a wife Legiflature, foon after the 
fettlement of this country, who, with a defign of 
encouraging a military fpirit, incorporated this 
provincial Company. Since whicn it has fucceffivee 
ly been countenanced by perfons of the firft rank 
among us. And to day receives the approbation 
and patronage of His Honor the Licutenant- 
Governor and Commander in Chief ; with many 
other Gentlemen, who fill the principal feats of 
Government ia the province. ‘Why ? becaufe of 
is real utility and importance.—At the fame time 
it is to be lamented, that the encouragement afford- 
ed to this neceffary inftitation, is not more general. 


Tue charagter of a good foldier is undoubtedly 
refpeétable, and he whovfuftains it an ufeful mem- 
ber of the coma ‘Let us therefore attend 
a little to the ae as itfelf—then fugeett fome 
things that may tend to revive the fpirit of our 
Militia—and finally fhew’the abfolute neceflity 
of it, 

Tue paflage before us is St. Paul’s exhortation 
to Timothy, who was then engaged in) the propa-. 
gation of the gofpel; a .moft hazardous fervice 
For as its doctrines were new, and> directly oppo- 
fite to the eftablithed notions of Fews and Greeks, 
he might reafonably have expected, what he after- 
wards found in the courfe of his miniftry, namely, 
-To make his way through danger and oppofition. 
The apoftle therefore reminds him of ‘the good 
foldier, like whom he would have him-act; who 
having fworn allegiance to his Prince, and embarked 


in his intereft, was ready to encounter any hard- 
fhips, 
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fhips, and determined either to conquer, or to die, 
when called to action. From hence it would be 
natural to rematk, That boldnefs, fidelity, and a 
readinefs to endure hardnefs, are abfolutely neceflary 
in the minifters of Chrift. But as more agreeable 
to our prefent purpofe, the propofitions already 
laid down fhall be confidered. 


I, Tue character of a good foldier. This term 
is applied both to him who commands, and to 
thofe who obey. - Thus we fay of a renowned 
General, who at the head of his army had fought 
valiantly, that he was a good foldier. One of 
whofe prime qualifications 


1. Is Joyalty to his Prince. Him he reveres 
under the auguft title of Sovereign, and ; loves 
under the endearing character of the father of his 
people : who will neither injure them himfelf, nor 
willingly fuffer-others to do it. And if at any time 
an injury is offered, he will rather attribute it to 
the miftake of the fervants of the Crown, whom it 
is no treafon to fuppofe fallible, than entertain any 
unbecoming thoughts of his King. So firm is he 
in his affection, that you may as well move the 
Alps as fhake his fidelity, while the Prince appears 
to make the good of his fubjects the grand end _ of 
his government.—Such a conduct has a natural 
_ tendency to render the Prince beloved by the peo- 

"ple, who, in thefe circumftances, have nothing too 
dear'to part with, if need be, in his fervice. -Is 
intereft_ wanted ? they ftand ready to offer it, 
only let them have the privilege of Givinc it 


themfelves.—Is it expedient to take the field ? 
ee ftimulated 
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ftimulated by unfhaken loyalty to a Prince, whofe 
reign is diftinguifhed by equity and moderation, 
they will not hefitate to offer Him their affifttance.— 
When this is the cafe, happy the King, and no lefs 
happy the people. 


But fhould a fufpicion take place, be ic well or 
ill founded, that the Sovereign is inclined to favour 
oppreffion, it will at once tend to leffen that 
affection, And fhould fuch fufpicion become a 
confident perfuafion fupported by facts, the greateft 
indifference, if not averfion, fucceeds that loyalty 
which formerly had warmed their hearts, This 
remark was exemplified in the tyrannical reign of 
James MI. whofe fubjects were fo far from juttify- 
ing his conduét, that it became intolerable ; hence 
they received the Prince of Orange with open 
arms, and readily affited Him when He came to 
free them from the yoke. What could the un- 
happy King do when deferted by the people, and 
juftly obnoxious to their refentment ? Concious of 
his mal-treatment of them, and fearing the confe- 
quences, He made his efcape to France. An 
event this that ought ever to be remembred with 
gratitude to God, and affection to that brave Prince, 
who under Him delivered the Britifh nation from 
impending ruin ; and eftablifhed the royal fuc- 
ceffion in the illuftrious houfe of Hanover.— 
Which may God long preferve, as the bulwark of 
the» Proteftant intereft, and the fecurity of our 
happy conflitution.—And let all the people fay, 
Amen. 


From hence it is apparent, that the happinefs 


and fafety of a Prince, depend on the loyalty and 
affection 
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affection of .the. people : and that loyalty, a ne- 
ceflary qualification.in.a good foldier, can only be 
fecured by moderation and juftice, -It is therefore 
inthe. power.of a Sovereign, either’to alienate the’ 
affections .of the people from Him ; or.to attach 
them to his intereft,.. If He: confults their good,: 
and is.tender of their rights and_privileges, they, 
Jove and honour Him ); but if He appears tyran- 
nic, and does not regard them, they become averfé 
sto Him,;; mutual confidence is entirely deftroyed. 
This is}a,moft lamentable.condition for a kingdom 
to be in ; divided againft. it/e/f, infpiration affures 
-us, it cannot fiand, In fach,a fituation gilegart 
tbe peace-makers, who exert all, their, influence: s 
and make ufe of every probable method, to heal th 
breaches and. reftore union to the nation. Their 
names will be had in perpetual. remembrance. 
Ages yet unborn fhall call them bleffed, aMiaesie 
men who love to ftir up ftrife by fowing the feeds 
of difcord;: fall be remembred! with réproach:/ 
Qe pass.to obferve that. another.effential part 
~ of the character under confideration, is fortitude. 
The facred, writers repeatedly defcribe the men, of 
the fword -by.faying, that. they were, mighty mei 
of valour.—F ortitude isa) moral virtue, by .which 
a man is enabled to keep poffeffion of himfelf.inoa 
time of threatening, difficulty, and to aét according 
to the dictates of reafoh.' Of all anem in the warlds 
none ‘ftand more in ‘need ».of this-virtue than: thofe 
whovare called’ to: the: field of battle ,:forsevery 
battle! of the: swarrior is>avith confufed: noi (es and 
garments rolled in blood.\Srn:\ ‘et 
SPIED heads: | 
NARTARROD 


{ 


2 2 te set le Tiled P Lr? 
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Let us foppofe ourfelves on an eminence, ob- 
ferving the conduct of two armies. They form 
in order of battle ; every officer takes his poft. 
Thus formed they march towards each other ready 
for engaging, with drums beating, and colours fly- 
ing, while their burnifhed arms dazzle the fight.— 
Now death ftares them in the face. What fhall 
that man do who is devoid of this important vir- 
tue ? for this is the hour to try his courage. The 
pufillanimous will quake with fear, his face gather 
palenefs, his knees fmite one againft another, and 
fupremely anxious for his own fafety, 
—Feels a thoufand deaths in fearing one. * 
But the men of fortitude, a perfect contraft to ‘the 
former, in hope of vi¢tory-begin the fight, and 
ftand like brazen wails againft the fierceft onfets of 
the enemy ; and with undaunted bravery maintain 

the conteft, until they either conquer, or die. 


Wuen Pyrrbus had obtained a victory: over the 
Roman army, under the command of Publius Va- 
lerius Levinus, he walked among the flain, whom 
when he faw with fternnefs in their countenances, 
although dead, is faid-to have held up his’ hands 
to heaven crying out, ‘* I could have been mafter 
of the world, if fuch foldiers had fallen’ to™my 
fhare.” A noble character !—— 


Fortitupe is efpecially neceffary in thofe who 
command. They are not -only to lay the plan of 
operation, but to fee it executed. They are to 
head the troops, and lead them forth to the fight ; 
taking a part in the hardfhips. and dangers them- 
felves. And much depends on the conduct of the 

commanding 
* Dr. Young. 
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commanding officers. _ If they appear intrepid, and 
on any hazardous enterprize puth forward, the 
troops are afhamed to be tardy ; the fire kindles,, 
and prefently runs through the whole body like a. 
fhock: of eleétricity.. It, was enough, with the Ro- 
man foldiers that Cefar was in fight ; they. then 
ftretched every nerve, each.,man was. anxious to 
‘fignalize himfelf in the prefence of his General, 
that he might obtain his.plaudit. Death was for. 
gotten ; Cefar’s praife was all. 


“Ar the time of action, example i in this refpett; 
as,in many, others, has a powerful influence ; efpe- 
call the example of officers who are happy enough 

o be beloved by the men. On. them they fix 
theie eyes, and are ready to follow or to defend 
them.—But fhould the Gentlemen who command, 
be deftitute of this important virtue, and in a time 
of danger att the defpicable part of coward ; they 
ftain their character with indelible infamy, lofe the 
day on which, perhaps, the prefent all depends 5 
and leave the ‘field the place of triumph for their 
enemies. Not fo the men of valour. .They dif- 
charge the truft repofed in them with fidelity ; 
and choofe rather to die lamented, than to.live and 
bear the load of univerfal contempt. * How died 
the celebrated General Wore, whom it would be 
a crime to forget. The impreffion made on our 
minds by his fad’ cataftrophe, is not yet defaced. 
Some of us, was it practicable, would be ready to 
go e his grave and weep there. Weare informed, 

Ba s* That 
* Dulce & decorum eft pro patria mori. 

Mots & fagacem perfequitur virum 3. 

Nec parcit imbellis juventz 

Poplitibus, timidove tergo. florace. 
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«That he ‘fift redéived ‘a! wotind in ‘thé wriltpo 
«Bur chat He might not difeotirage his troops;he: 
sewrapped i it up inchis Handkerchief, and'encourag- 
“ed his men to advance ;! Wot rate he received ax 
<hother ‘ball in his BEIlpy’ this alfo he diffembled,. 
“and exerted VimlelPasberore>- -when he febel ved 
<<a third i his breatt;uAder which’ he at laft-fonk, 
‘and’ fuffered’ hirnfelfy ua willingly; to’ be “carried: 
“behind the'ranks.© “AV eld ftroggling with the? 
** anguifh and weak nefs ‘griev puAths;2 
** he “feemed only . fllieous t the fortune of 
<6 the. Battle. -" JHe rs “hy oe én a. 
sé “Upp ort him yt" view t as he folind! 
the ap reach oF death ts shed Bcceiint 

<¢ his’ ‘Gg t, ‘Be’ défired a lg Who: Was by fen 


< to dive idk an. scene teh “he faw. < ‘The’ 
se officel 2: wered, th feémed' broken 5 3! 
he fis que ae ee tes alter, with | 


mus ach, a ej Oxiety ys gi He Wass told that | the enemy.’ 
ey was Ppa jronted,, dnd 'that’th ey fled in ‘all paris, 
<t Thea fai he ¥ & m iti fied “and: wie le 
« +a! segs wri eae a 
expir ft th he ile shot milit ry. 
86% .is to die in e ed oF B Ree Netotersatsds 
% 5 © | i> rvs 
| wetigie rage ‘af war the, Pldior diese» 
© 9 Burr whabadvantage’ ‘Covldvarife from: the moth 
unteigned loyalty, and uodaunted.braver y, without, 
a competent knowledge'of:thevart! of war ?) Thefe 
alone would be:no fecurity!to:ghe Prince or to. our- 
felves. “The former. would: lead iusto. refent every; 
indignity offered to his royal perfon or govern- 
ment ; the latter would beattended with eagerne fs 
to defend Him: and ourfelves, and to a the 
“common 
* Military DiGionary. - 
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commoneénemy: ‘but without a proper acquaintance 
with the beft) methods of defence, we fhould be, 
likely to fall an eafy»prey to the mens whom juftice, 
callsius to oppofe.; >: 


A creat degree of boldnef willbe rodaetite 
of rah actions, if the perfons are not at the: fame 
time: well acquainted with the military art. |. It is a! 
matter. of importance when, where, and. in what’ 
manner to attack ‘an enemy. ‘Thefe'ching's niuft be: 
determined by the judgment of experienced officers. 
Hundreds of lives have been facrificed, and the: bat- 
tle loft through the rafhnefs of fome, who have had: 
more) réfolution than: knowledge: . On: the other; 
hand, wiétories have been gained -in: the midft | of 
many improbabilities,: and: doubtful, circumftances,: 
by means of the fkill of the:troops. :This/was. ‘the 
cafe of the Roman army when fuddenlysattackediby 
the people of Hainault, who were bravesfoldiers, 
The’ Romans had fot ever time to fx their ftand- 
ards, to- put on their helmets, uncover their targets, 
er make ahy neceflary preparations’ for engaging : 
yet fo’great was their ‘fkill and experience in the 
art. 0 War, that avhiftorian affures us, they could as 
eafily ‘tell what ouglit: to be done, a8°if they had’ 
been commanded by an experienced officer. 


“Oy We find by the: facred hiftory, that adda 
not osly taught his domeftics the fear of God, but 
the arwof war. For::when Loz¢ bis brother’s fon: 
_was led away captive by the Kings whohad plun- 
dered Sodom and Gomorrah, be armed bis trained 
Servants born in bis houfe, three bundred' and eigh- 
teen, and purfued them, and refeued Lot. Obferve 
that MPrabam hada fmall' army. of well-difciplined 

troops 
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troops in his own houfe.. “He knew that he was in: 
danger from his enemies ; and cencluded that it was 
pertectly compatible with the character of a good 
man, to put himfelf into the beft pofture of defence, 
and if called to it, to repel force by force. 


Tuts preparation he had: made in his family long: 
before the captivity of Lot s:hence when that event: 
happened, he could immediately collect his fervants 
into a body, who had been trained to. martial ex- 
ercifes, and purfue his enemies.) They were nor, 
when a prefling emergency «talled for. their 
fpeedy and refolute affiftance;’ to-be iniciated in the 
art of war ; no, this they-had: been taught before ;: 
and therefore were ready to accompany their leader, 
and to venture their lives im theihigh places of the: 
field.—A-man of Abraham’s amiable character is 


worthy of imitation ! 00 ey 


In what ‘a refpectable condition was the militia at 
the time of David's acceflion to the throne of J/- 
rael , a narrative of which we have 1 Chron. 12. 
Of the Gadites it. is faid to their lafting honour, 
that they were men of might, and men of war fit for 
the battle, who could handle fpield and buckler, 
whofe faces were like the faces of lions, and were 
fwift as roes upon the mountains. And the gene- 
ral character of thofe who went upto Hebron to 
David to make him King, is, that they were expert 
in war; without which it~isimpoffible to be a 
good foldier. 


4. To the preceding qualifications muft be ad- 
ded, an ability and readinefs to endure hardnefs. 
St. Paul particularly mentions this part of the mi- 

litary 
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litary character, and exhorts Timothy to learn it, 
feeing he was called to fight the good fight of faith. 


Sotprers will be inevitably called to pafs thro” 
a fcene of difficulties. How can it be otherwife, 
when the caufe of their country renders it neceflary 
for them to leave their comfortable habitations, and 
agreeable connections, and take the field >—Some- 
times, in order to obtain an advantage of the ene- 
my, they are obliged to make forced marches ; to 
travel day and night ; by which means they are 
not only fubjected to great fatigues, but the lofs of 
fleep ; and have no time to attend to their regular 
meals, but are glad to catch the coarfe morfels as 
they can. At other times, when apprehenfive of 
immediate danger, it becomes neceflary for their 
own fafety to lie all night on their arms ; and to 
be ready at a moment’s warning to engage in bat- 
tle. And when the engagement proves long and 
obftinate, their fatigues are greater than can. well 
be imagined, occafioned by want of refrefhment 
and continual aétion. Befides which they are un- 
avoidably expofed to all the inclemencies of the 
weather.—From this imperfeét account of the 
hardhhips of a military life, it is manifeft that men 
can no more be good foldiers, without learning ¢o 
endure bardne/s, than without valour or, fkill in 
arms. S 


5. Ir may be proper alfo to obferve, that there 
is adue /ubordination in military, as well as in civil 
eftablifhments. “Some are called to command ; 
Others are bound in: duty to obey.. And without 
fuch fubordination, neither the ftate nor the militia 


could ever be in reputable circumftances. Were 
— there 
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there’nd perfons:clothed with authority, there would 
be none to call delinquents to an account ; confe- 
quently every one would do what feemeth right in 
his own eyes. 


, 


Recurarity in the militia is allawed to be ab- 
folutely neceffary : but how hal! it: be attained; if 
the foldiers do not pay a proper regard to the au- 
thority of their officers ? Who, it is taken for 
granted, will command nothing that is incompati- 
ble with reafon, or the laws of-God.. If they fhould,; 
obedience’ inftantly becomes a Ft ot inftead. of a 


duty. 


I-mMay therefore with shores 3 on this onistans 
remind my brethren who are called to bear arms 
in their refpective companies, that obedience to 
their officers is an important’ part of their duty, and 
effential to the charaéter of a good foldier.—lIt. is 

mentioned to the praife of the children of Uachar, 
that they had underftanding to know what Ifrael 
ought todo: the beads of them were two hundred,and 
ALL THEIR BRETHREN WERE AT THEIR COM- 
MAND, * . May the fame thing ever be predicated 
the numerous militia of the Maffachufetts. 24 


‘Tue Gentlemen who faftain commiffions are 
our brethren ; thefe they have accepted, not from 
any profpect of perfonal emolument ; on the con- 
trary, they are at a confiderable expence ; but it 
is to be prefumed, with a defign of encouraging a 
martial fpirit. Let us, my fellow-foldiers, concur, 
with them in the ufual defign,. by. yielding,.that 

eeenation 
in S57 Chron. 12, 32. 

th The Militia of this Province confifts of Gaece.. 
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obedience they havea right to require, and whicli 
-is of great importance in forming the character now 
under confideration. . To which add, rf 


6. Szrcrecy and difpatco. Thefe have -been 
found to facilitate many military atchievements. 
The plan hath been laid, and the enemy attacked 
before they have bad the leaft intimation of the de- 
lign, and thereby the conqueft hath been eafy, and 
with the lofs of but few lives.’ Whereas had they 
been previoufly informed of their danger, they 
would no doubt have been in readinefs, and the at- 
tempt either fraftrated, or attended with the moft 
horrid flaughter. Witnefs the fiege of Loui/bourg, 
in.1745, of which the enemy were intirely ignorant, 
until the fleet from this place arrived at Gabaron- 
Bay, which is within four miles of the rampart of 
¢hat city, : + ee oe ee 

7 Ir alfo belongs to good foldiers, Carefully to 
avoid the methods.of cruelty. dud the foldiers de- 
manded of John the baptilt, faying, and what faall 
we.do? And he faid anto them, De violence to #0 
man:——It was obferved near 70 years ago in this 
place, on a fimilar occafion, that ** This order of 
** men are too much devoted to blood, plunder, 
“*and rapine : too many of which chufe to fight 
‘* ia fatan’s camp ; to march in his forlorn in the 
** way to deftruction ; as if they were refolved to 
“ftorm the kingdom of darknefs, and ‘to. take it 
“ by violence.” * We, alas, have feen the truth 
ofthis remark exemplified in the tragical affair of 

rai & March 
* Rev. Mr. Pemberton’s Artillery-Eleétion Sexmons 
preached 1701, . a 


Crue . “4 
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“March sth ;* on account of which we have wept 

fore, our tears are ftill on our cheeks : which doubt- 
lefs will be a mournful anniverfary in years to come. 
And it is but entertaining fuch an opinion of his 
Majefty’s paternal regards for his fubjeéts, as they 
ought ever to cherifh, to fuppofe that He has wept, 
or will weep with us over the Five unhappy men, 
who fell on that gloomy night.—What heart is 
hard enough to refufe a tear 


Men cool and difpaffionate, however differing in 
political principles, will allow, asa diétate of reafon, 
humanity and religion, that thefe things ought not 
to be fo. The men of the fword are to defend, not 
to deftroy their fellow-fubjeéts ; to fecure, not 
watte their property. 


8. Arrer all that has been faid, the character 
would remain incomplete, were we not to call in 
the aids of religion ; by which we are taught as an 
important preliminary, to feek direétion of heaven 
when about to engage in war. And when fatisfied 
that there is juft caufe of taking up arms, inftead*of 

3 eX rufhing 


* The sth of March, like the 5th of November, will be 
remembred in America as long as the. fun and moon 
fhall endures However well a wound may. be healed, 
a fear always remains. So, however fatisfactorily to the 
Colonifts the prefeat difputes may terminate, they will 
not sage the names of thofe, who were the caufe of 
troops being quartered in this Metropolis in a time of. 


eace ; nor the errand on which they came: but a- 

ove all the horrid Maffacre of fo many of our bre= 

’ thren. Their blood like AbePs is vocal ; it crieth from 

the ground for juftice to Him who /fandeth in the con- 

gregation of the mighty ; and who judgeth among the gods ; 

and who cannot be diverted from making the firicteft 
inguifition fer blood. 
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rufhing forth to meet the armed men under thie 
imfluence of felf-confidence, to obtain a character, — 
or from a thirft for blood and fpoil ; it fhews'us 

that the glory of God fhould be the ultimate end 

of all our aétions. And that we fhould go to the 

field as David, that pious warriour, went to meet 

Goliah. 1 come to thee, faid he, in the name of the 

Lord of Hofts, the God of the armies of \frael, whom 

thou baft deficd. He did not truft in himfelf, but 

in Him who had delivered him from the paw of 

the lion, and from the paw of the bear. 


Axove all, of how great importance is it that 
foldiers fhould have fomething to remove their fears 
of death, feeing they are called to the moft perilous 
enterprizes. When they face an enemy, they can- 
not tell but that the next difcharge will number. 
their bodies with the flain, and fend their immortal 
fouls to the world of {pirits—Here then religion 
is the one thing needful.—Are there any in the camp 
under awful apprehenfions of the wrath of God for 
fin ; who fear their enemy left they fhould be cut 
down in unbelief ? The religion of Jefus, a glori- 
ous reality, fets before them a method in which 
God can be juft, and the juftifier of them who 
believe in his dear Son. And at the fame time opens 
to the faithful'a- tranfporting profpect beyond the 

rave, of an infinitely happier ftate of being, in 
which the nations will learn war no more. They 
who believe thefe divine fentiments, and are in- 
terefted in them, may go to the field of battle, 
faying, To live.is Chrift 5 and to die is gain. For 
they know that if the earthly boufe of this taber- 
xacle were diffolved, they bave a building of God, an 
: C2 boufe 
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oufe not made with hands, eternalin the heavens, 
Verily there are no fentiments fo immediately cal- 
culated to make them who believe them wax vali- 
ant in fight. 


On. the pe if the foldiers are in a ftate 
of impenitence, and have no part, or lot in this 
matter ; they may well tremble at the found of 
the trumpet and the alarm of war ; not barely with 
fear of lofing prefent exiftence, but of being in- 
gulfed i in futare mifery. 


Il. I wow beg leave to fuggeft fome Dias with 
a defign of reviving the {pirit of our militia. 


Tue founding this Ancient and Honourable 
Company by the Legiflature, the encouragement 
they have continually given it, and the many laws 
that have been paffed refpecting the military, con- 
vince us, as before obferved, that it hath at every 
period, fince the firft fettlement of the province, 
appeared a matter of importance to our wifeft men, 
that the militia fhould be kept in a refpeétable 
condition. After all fomething feems to be {til 
wanting——— We have degenerated in a great de- 
gree from, ; : 


“¥. Tre noble fpitie of our ‘abcattars. They, 
under the influence of love to God, and his divine 
religion, fought an afylum in thefe wilds of America 
trom every fpecies of oppreffion. — They left their: 
native land, and many delights of life, and came to 
thefe fhores in order to enjoy that liberty. wherewith 
Chrift had made them free. Here they had to en- 


counter weed all che unavoidable bardfhips of a new. 
and 


An Artillery-Sermon. 21 


and uncultivated country : and what was ftill worfe,; 
with the tribes of barbarous Indians, whofe tender 
mercies were cruelty. Many and bloody were the 
wars they had with thefe inhuman foes. They 
were called to endure hardnefs as good foldiers ; 
andlike Nebemiah’s workmen, to hold a weapon 
in one hand, while they wrought with the other. 
Every man had his fword on his thigh becaufé of 
fear in the night.— While they difcovered a tender 
concern for the honour of God, and appeared to 
have religion at heart, they fought bravely on many 
hazardous occafions : thereby making it evident, 
that they thought the character of a good /oldier, 
was not repugnant to that of a real chriftian. 


To particularize all the inftances of their fortitude 
would be unneceffary ; feeing it may be taken for 
granted that you are not ignorant of a hiftory, in 
which you are fo immediately concerned. 


THAT the art of war was taught, and a military 
fpiric promoted from time to time by our prede- 
ceffors, our appearance in the houfe of God this 
day, is an evidence. Andon many occafions, when. 
his Majefty’s fervice required it, they have jeoparded 
their lives unto the death in the bigh places of the 
field.—To whom, under God, will you attribute the’ 
important conqueft of Louifbeurg in 1745? Toa 
body of troops collected from the provinces of New- 
England. They were militia ; men who volunta- 
rily Jeft their various occupations, to encounter the 
hardfhips and dangers of a campaign ; not exceed- 
ing 4000 innumber. This handful of brave men, 
with the {miles ot heaven on their arms, conquered 
@ city, which, fays one, in the Opinion of its Go- 

vernor 
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_ vetnor and citizens, as-wellofficers as foldiers, civil 
and military, could never be reduced by lefs then 
30000 men, ¥r 


Tue fenfe the Britith Parliament had of this con- 
queft, and of thofe who obtained it, is apparent in 
the promotion of General. Pepperre//, to the dignity 
of a Baronet ; and Commodore Warren, to be 
Admiral of the Blue. — Alfo in reimsburfing the peo- 
ple of New-England the expences they had been at 
in the, expedition. * 


_ Tue readinefs of this people to take the field was 
difcovered in 1746, when apprehenfive of an in- 
vafion by the French. The alarm having fpread 
through the country, ‘our brethren from ‘various 
Parts io gicy multitudes, sth for the fight, 
cro | this Metropolis.— And as arecent inftance 
of t 5 and military. {pirit of our inhabitants, 
we may remember, that this province alone fur- 
nifhed his Majelty with 7600 ,men annually, for 
three years + fucceffively, to affift'in carrying on the 
war in America. Brave men have lived in New- 
England , brave men no doubt ftill live—-May 
every: breaft be fired with emulation to maintain the 
fame martial fpirit. © And as Czfar faid to his army 
ina very critical fituation, not having time to ad- 


drefs 

£. te 

* The Maffachufett, - - - « - - 183,649'2 7 
New’Hamphhire, - - + -. - - - 46 335 ISin 4% 
Connefticut, - - - - - 2 - ~ 28,863 19 1 
Rhode-Iffadd, - 26) 2D Pars 6,322 12 10 


Captain Gibfon, a Volunteers. - + « -547 15 0 
+ The years 1758, 1759, 1760. 
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drefs them ‘as ufual, ** Forget’ not ‘your former 
bravery ;” fo might if be faid with ’ propriety to 
our militia, if they were-affembled in this’place” to’ 
day, Forget ‘nor’ the bravery of your anceftors, 
but diligently” labour’to ‘cultivate the fame fpirit. 
Bleffed beAGod we are not called to unfheath the’ 
{word, dnd’ to take the field at’prefent ; but-a time 
may’ come, ‘when his Majefty’s fervice, and’ the: 
caufe of our country may démand our'help. : 


2. Ir behoves us therefore, as we with to fee the 
militia raifed to its former glory, to be punétilious 
in our attendance on the ftated days of training. 
Four times.a year, as required) by law, can ‘néver 
be deemed-a hardhhip. - inftead of being ef, would 
it not be for our advantage’to appear more fre- 
quently in the field ? And when there, to fpend 
more time in going through’ the various| exercifés ?_ 
Praétice makes perfect. How can it be! fuppofed, - 
that a regiment that meets but-once a quarter, and 
when they do meet, ftay no longer than ‘to anfwer » 
the law and fave their fines, -will ever. make a'‘pro- 
ficiency in the military art‘? Fe was the cuftom‘for-'° 
merly for the troops to fpend ~the whole, or®the® | 
tg part -of the “day “ini ‘the’ field’; vallewing: 
themfelves a fhort time only: for’neceffary refrefh- - 
ment, ‘The revival, and continuance of this practice ° 
would, in all probability, have a-afeful tendency.» 


Continvinc fo many hours in the field, it may 
be: alledgeds is’ fatiguing. Puny foldiers, if arly 
fuch there be, who have not’ yet learned ‘to endure: 
hardnefs.-- He who makes ‘fuch an objeftion, if? i 
is poffible any among us fhould make it, will blufh 
when he confiders whatfatigues and hardfhips*his 

% > “progenitors 
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progenitors’ endured, in their long and bloody 
wars with Savages ; and on other occafions when 
called to the field of battle. If we cannot endure 
the fatigues of one day’s campaign in the fight of 
our very habitations, what would be the confe- 
quence, if we fhould ‘be.called to march miles from 
home, every man with his. knap-fack. on his back, 

and there to fight an enemy ? Let us inure our- 
felves to thefe fatigues now, that we may be pre- 
pared for greater, if call d to endure them. 


Tue profpect would ‘be truly encouraging;, if; 
our. brethren in general. were, ambitious to. appear 
in the-field on thefe occafions, well accoutred, their 
arms in order, and. nothing wanting ; each .man 
anxious.to rival his, brother foldier.. A laudable 
ambition, this, and. of .great utility in,:the: militia. 
Hom tye it, prevails every one may judge .for him- 

f-lf, The, Honorable Company who have.called us. 
to the houfe of the Lord, to fanctify their, arms by 
the word,of God and ptayer, merit the praifes of 
their brethren ; together with the refpectable Train 
of Artillery..* .. Befides thefe, there area few Com- 
papies.in fome of the towns in the,Province,;com- 
manded, by Gentlemen wha .poffefs the true mattial.. 
{pirit,- which are ano honour to themfelves, and 
their officers... : From. hence, we. learn. what they. all 
might.be, if equal pains were. taken, by: thofe who. 
are appointed to the command. 


«To which indeed: mutt be added as is indifpens, 
fably neceflary, the concurrence of the,troops.. For | 
howexer ready the commanding officers may,be to 

attend 


s A Company in this Town commanded a: Coptaia. 
_. Apino Pappock, 
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attend to their duty, if the troops do not chearfull 
concur with them, it is impoffible that they fhould 
ever make a reputable appearance in the field. 
The want of which at prefent, may, with all be- 
coming deference to this venerable Affembly, be 
deemed one grand caufe of the prefent declining 

ftate of the militia. 
_ Iw this town there are above 2000 men able to, 
bear arms ; many of whom are excufed from duty, 
except in cafes of alarm : others, inattentive to the 
importance of a-well difciplined militia, chufe rather 
to pay their fines than appear in the field. Permit. 
me with modefty to afk, How it is poffible, things 
continuing thus, that the regiment fhould appear 
either complete or refpeCtable ?—Whereas, would 
geatlemen of reputation among us, fet, the good 
example, it would render our militia reputable, and 
tend to increafe the number of volunteers in the 
fervice.. Hence it is in their power in a great de- 
gree, to ftrengthen the things which remain in this 
refpect, and feem ready to die. This among other 
things, would be an evidence of a truly public fpirit, 
and an honour to thofe who fhould lead the 

way. 

© 4» I watt only add under this particular, That 
it is abfolutely neceflary to exclude /uxury from the 
camp. The plainnefs and fimplicity of our an- 
ceftors with refpect to their manner of living, may 
reafonably be fuppofed to have contributed much, 
to that greatnefs of mind which they often difco- 
vered. Luxury tends to enervate the body, to fill 
it with difeafe, to render men effeminate, and unfit 
them for every manly enterprize. ; 
In what a miferable condition did A/binus deliver 
up the army to Metellus, upon his receiving the 
sommand, after the fhameful treaty of Agius with 
sci ca 
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“Sfugurtha. They had been fpoiled by the methods 
of indulgence ; and were not difpofed for action, ° 
Before that brave Commander could attack Fugur- 
tha, he was obliged to break them of old cuftoms, 
and to inure them to hardfhips. For this purpofe, 
Salut informs us, he ordered out of the camp all 
the fupports of idlenefs—He alfo marched his army 
daily to the right and left ; obliged them to fortify the 
camp with a rampart and ditch, juft as if an enemy 
was near, &c. Thus in a little time they became 
fit for fervice. Like caufes will produce like 
effects. Luxury is a foldier’s greateft enemy— 
And even fhould we never be called to the field, 
the banifhment of this vice from among us, would 
be attended with great advantages to us as citizens.’ 

Ill. Ir remains that we advert a little to the 
eee of thefe warlike preparations, even -in 4 
time of ‘peace. - 

SrLF-DEFENCE is an eftablifhed law of our na= 
ture, and a firft dictate of common fenfe ; which 
has never been fuperfeded by any written law of 
God, or by the religion of Jefus. During the 
old teftament difpenfation, wars were entred into 
and carried on by divine authority and direction ; 
which appears in many inftances. And fome of 
the beft of men were the greateft foldiers, as 4bra- 
bam, Fofoua, David, &c. And even in the New- 
Teftament, we learn by implication, though not 
by any pofitive precept, that what we underftand 
by defenfive war is lawful. 

Wuen the foldiers afked Fobm, what they 
fhould- do? he did not take the opportunity, 
which was very favourable, to inform them that 
their employment was unlawful ; but rather direéts 
them. to do violence to no man: meaning chat they 
fould not be ready, upon every litcle, infufficiene 

pro- 
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| provocation to draw the fword and wound a fels. 
| Jow fubje&t. And farther exhorts them Zo de con- 
tent with their wages; which plainly iniplies a 
continuance in their employment. 

Wuen Peter went to Cornelius, a devout cen- - 
turion, or captain of an hundred'men by divine 
command, * we do not read that he made any at- 
tempt to convince him, that the military charaéter 
was incompatible with the gofpel of Chrift. Sure 
we are that this infpired apoftle, would not have 
left the pious centurion under the influence of a 
fingle error. His filence therefore in. this matter, 
implies that a: man may be at the fame time a real 
cifciple of Chrift and a good foldier. 

Tue fame thing is taught us by Chrift himéfelf. 
If my kingdom were of this world, then would my 
difciples fight, that I foould not be delivered to the 
Jews. The reafon why they were not fuffered 
to defend their mafter, was, his kingdom was fpi- 
ritual : but he declares, had it been temporal, they 
would have fought)in. his defence, agreable to the 
maxims of earthly Potentates: Therein teaching 
us} that to defend ourfelves is lawful. And to be 
in readinefs to do it, 

1. Becomes neéceffary from this fingle confide- 
ration, That thofe lujts which are the grand fource 
of wars and fightings flill remain, Fallen human 
nature’ is the fame now'it ever was.—Different men 
may indéed be under the influence of different vicious 
paffions,fuchas ambition, revenge, avarice, &c. Yet 
thefe various lufts when indulged, naturally tend to 
difturb the repofe of others, and to bring on acts 
ofhoftility’; either between members of the fame 
community, or neighbouring ftates. An ambiti- 
ous Prine; thinking his dominions too contracted, 

D2 may 
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“may enter into a war with his neighbours in ordet 
to acquire a greater extent of territory. Another 
under the influence of avarice may take up arms 
in expectation of filling his coffers.—A third hav- 
ing tried his fortune in war, and been repeatedly 
defeated, concludes a peace with the conquerors 
only with a view of repairing his loffes, and of aug- 
mentiog his navy and army ; that at fome future 
period he may have it in his power to be avenged 
onthem. This we have abundant reafon to believe 
is the cafe with our natural enemies the French.and 
Spaniards ; over whom, through the bleffing of the 
Lord of Hofts on our arms, we have triumphed 
glorioufly. Witnefs the feries of victories obtained 
by the Britifh forces during the laft war. Their 
hearts glow with revenge ; in peace they prepare 
for war ; and no doubt will endeavour to take an 
advantage of us. It is poffible therefore, that we 
may be invaded, though at prefeut fome may think 
it 4 remote, and an uncertain event : confequently 
it becomes us to be ready to make a vigorous, 
and a {kilful oppofition. 

lr we may judge from the common conduét of 
too many in our own nation, two pernicious max- 
ims feem to be adopted. The firft is, Fat all at- 
tention to the art of war may be laid afide in time 
of peace. The other is, That our dependance ina 
time of war is to be on the ftanding army. Both 
ought co be exploded, as they tend in their influence 
to prevent the militia of the kingdom from ever be- 
coming re[pectable. Befides, we have reafon to ex- 
pect that our ftate of tranquility will fooner or later 
be-difturbed. Thus it has been in days paft; thus 
it may be again. © Let us only fuppofe that the e- 
nemy fhould attack us in the beginning of a war ; 


in what a defencelefs condition fhould we be, if our 
: ~ fortifie 
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fortifications are fuffered to crumble to pieces, and 
the ufe of arms is negleéted ? 

A state of fecurity is both fhameful and haz- 
ardous ; of this we have a ftriking inftance in the 
cafe of Laifh. They dwelt carele/s—quiet and fe- 
cure, and there was no magiftrate in the land to put 
them to foame in any thing. The confequence was, 
that they fell an eafy prey to their enemies. 

‘To depend wholly on a ftanding army, is alfo 
_ prepofterous. For however ufeful they have been 
in time of war, and may be again ; we will fuppofe 
that any part of his Majefty’s dominions fhould be 
invaded at a juncture, when the army was at too 
great a diftance to come to their affiftance; or when 
their united force was neceffary elfewhere : what 
would be the confequence ? Doubtlefs the Prince 
mutt fuffer the lofs of that part of his dominions, 
through the want of a well difciplined militia.— 
Befides, the inhabitants of -a country have every 
thing dear to fight for. They have lives, liberties, 
eftates, wives, children, &c. If they will not Jabour 
to defend thefe, they cannot be poffefied of the fpi- 
rit of men. 

2. I may farther obferve, that whatever renders 
us formidable to our enemies, and tends to prevent 
an invafion is neceflary. And nothing will do this 
more peel. than to keep our fortifications and 


country, av) firft maui generally are, How is it 
as to natural fituation ? What the condition of its 
fortifications ? What the number of its militia ? 
_ Are they a fecure effeminate people, or bold and 
enterprizing ? Ignorant of, or well acquainted with 
the. — arms ? Thefe circumftances, of which he 
gan eafily gain intelligence, determine him whether 

or 
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of fio to attack it ; atid if he does; what force will 
be fufficient ? If upon the’ whole, it is found tobe 
well fortified, and inhabited’ by’ a people’ of'a mar- 
tial fpitit, thefe confiderationy may happily prevent 
their being difturbed:—-But fhould they be invaded 
notwithf{tanding, they will be in a:condition® to de- 
fend themflves. A’ well-difeiplined: militia\ is the 
beauty, and’ under God, the fecurity of a ‘country: 
1. THE PREMISES naturally lead'us'to reflec . 
on; and’ bewail'the miférable condition of this apo» 
ftate world. How is human nature fallen fromits' 
priftine glory ! God made man apright; but be bath 
Sought out many inventions. Yn his ftate’of innocence 
he fuftained the moral'image of his’ God, enjoyed 
peace withHim,compofure’in his mind, and poffeffed 
a moft friendly temper. - Benevolence was written 
on his heart’as with the! point of a diamond. He 
knew'not what it was' to be'tofmented with ambiti- 
on, covetoufhefs, or any other of the vicious paffions, 
But the crown has fallen from’ his head ! “He has 
paffed, horrid tranfition ! into'a ftate of rebellion’ 
againft- heaven’; and is’fadly influenced’ by’ that ty- 
rant /uff ; from whence come wars and fightings. 
And the {criptures fpeak of this’ revolt: in terms of 
univerfality—The WHOLE WORLD lieth wick- 
ednefsp— ALL have finned, Aina this horrid thing: 
which extends to\ ALL, hath'changed a paradife into 
a field of blood. And man who once appeared in’ 
dignity is intirely defpoiled of it: to fecure ourfelves 
againft the effects of ‘whofe’ malevolence, we ‘are 
reduced to ‘thé néceffity ‘of’having every man’ his’ 
{word on‘his thigh, a= 
2. Ir follows, that whatever is calculated to fabdue’ 
this evil and bitter thing, ‘has‘a tendency topréferve’ 
peace ‘amongft ‘men: May Ibe permitted to fus- - 
geit, that this matter’ more imniediately* belongeth 
: to 
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to my Reverend Fathers and Brethren, whom the 
gteat Head of the Church hath entrufted with his 
gofpel, which is the only effectual remedy againft 
the dominion of luft. It is theirs efpecially as good 
foldiers of Jefus Chrift, to wreftle againft flefh and 
blood, againft principalities, againt powers, againft 
the rulers of the darkne/s of this world, and all pi- 
ritual wickednefs ; knowing that the weapens of 
their warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God, to the pulling down ftrong holds, cafting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth it- 
Self againft the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Corift. 
It is theirs to propagate the doétrines of the crofs, 
which are the wifdom and power of God; and fo 
far as they are really believed, they become influ- 
ential in preventing animofities and contentions. 
The wifdom that is from above, is firft pure, then. 
peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be intreated, full of 
mercy, and good fruits. \f all men were under the 
influence of the religion of the New-Teftament, 
wars would ceafe to the ends of the earth, But we 
know by forrowful experience that this is not the 

Cafe, in the prefent ftate of the world. 
3. Tuererorse the art of war is ftill neceflary ; 
and confequently the continuance of this Antient and 
Honorable Artillery-Company, is as expedient as its 
original inftitution. It was founded we know in the 
infancy of the province, when infefted by cruel In- 
dians, as a fchool to train up officers for the militia > 
fome of whom have played the man for the people 
and the cities of their God, and though now aum= 
bered with the dead, they are remembred with af= 
fection. The appearances of this day convince us, 
that the {pirit.with which they were animated is not, 
extinct 5 it-lives in a degree in their pofterity, who 
— . breathe 
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breathe in the fame air, and have drank deep inta 
the fame principles ; though alas it has too much 
decayed. Neverthelefs, thus approved and encou- 
razed by His Honor our Commander in Chief, in 
whofe hacds the power of the militia is, we hope 
for its abundant profperity. And that the Gentle- 
men of this important inftitution, will perfevere with 
unremitting diligence in their laudable endeavours to 
promote military knowledge. May they go onand 
profper, aad the Lord be with them. 

Trey will particularly remember while thus em- 
ployed, that religion is the grand accomplifhment. 
The chriftian and the good /oldier are not inconfilt- 
ent with each other. It is of the laft importance 
that they have on the whole armour of God : having 
the loins girt about with truth, and having on the 
breaft plate of righteoufne/s, the feet food with the 
preparation of the gofpel , above all taking the /hield 
of faith, that they may be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked; alfo the belmet of falvation, and 
the fword of theSpirit, which is the ward of God— 
thus will they be able to withftand in the evil day. 

In fine. We have caufe of rejoicing, that how- 
ever wars and fightings may be expected in the pre- 
fent ftate of things, that a period will come, when 
peace fhall flow down likeariver. Then the people 
(hall beat their [words into plough-fhares, and their 
fpears into pruning hooks : nation fhall not lift up 
fword againft nation, neither fall they learn war any 
more. And the kingdoms of this world (ball become 
the kingdoms of our God and of bis Chrift ; and He 
fall reign forever. ‘To whom be glory and domi- 
nion world without end. AMEN, 
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